Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 02508 211539Z 

67 

ACTION ARA-10 
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R 210035Z MAR 75 
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INFO AMCONSUL TIJUANA UNN 

UNCLAS MEXICO 2508 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: IBWC, MX, PFOR 

SUBJECT: MEXICALI SEWAGE PROBLEM 

REF: MEXICO 722 

1. DURING CALL THIS MORNING ON AMBASSADOR LUIS CABRERA, FONSEC 
DIRGEN ON WATERS AND BOUNDARIES, EMBOFF AGAIN RAISED MATTER 
OF SEWAGE PROBLEM AT MEXICALI AND INQUIRED AS TO WHEN RESPONSE 
TO EMBASSY'S DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON THIS SUBJECT, DATED JANUARY23, 
1974, MIGHT BE EXPECTED. 

2. CABRERA SAID THAT SECRETARIAT OF HYDRAULIC RESOURCES 
(SRH), WHICH MUST PROVIDE SUBSTANCE OF RESPONSE TO EMBASSY 
NOTE, HAD BEEN TOTALLY DISTRACTED BY DISCREPANCY BETWEEN OUR 
FIGURES ON DEGREE OF NEW RIVER POLLUTION FROM MEXICALI SEWAGE 
AND GOM'S OWN TEST FIGURES. EMBOFF GOT IMPRESSION FROM CABRERA 
THAT SRH WAS PREPARING DETAILED COUNTER ARGUMENT TO REFUTE 
OUR OWN MEASUREMENTS. 

IN LARGE SENSE, CABRERA SAID, DISPUTE OVER CONFLICTING 
FIGURES WAS MERE DISTRACTION; ON ONE HAND GOM RECOGNIZED 
THAT ANY LEVEL OF UNTREATED SEWAGE REACHING BORDER WAS 
UNACCEPTABLE, AND ON THE OTHER HAND THERE SIMPLY WERE NO FUNDS 
AVAILABLE TO SRH NOW TO CORRECT PRESENT SITUATION-MUCH LESS 
KEEP AHEAD OF TUTURE MEXICALI POPULATION GROWTH. 
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3. EMBOFF ADVISED CABRERA THAT WE ANTICIPATED RECEIVING 
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INSTRUCTIONS SHORTLY FROM DEPARTMENT DIRECTING US TO RAISE 
MATTER AT THIGHER FONSEC LEVEL AND TO PRESS FOR PROMPT CORRECTION. 

CABRERA EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMAL WARNING AND SAID HE 
WOULD ALERT RABASA IN HOPE SOME ACTION MIGHT BE UNDERTAKEN 
IN MEANTIME. 
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